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tentia was a Woman of extraordinary Wit 
and Beauty, but very unhappy ina Father, 
“ ‘having arrived at great Riches by his 
tewn Induftry, took Delight in, nothing bur 
ey: was the younger Son of a decay- 
y, of great Parts and Learning, improved by 
Bend vertuous Education. When he was in 
wericth Year of his Age he becme.acguasited 
ifestis, who had, not then. paffed ber nth. 
ved but a few Miles Diftance from ber Father’s 
ehad frequent Opportunities of feeing her; 
whe Advantages of a good Perfon and a pleafing 
mcion, made fuch an Impreflion in her Heart as 
offible for Time te deface: He was him- 
imitten with Confantia. A long Acquain- 
rthem ftill difcover new Beautics in each o- 
Degrees rai$'d in them thet mutial-Paffion 

an Influence on their following Lives.- It 
ely happened, that in the Midft of this Inter- 
hove and Friendfhip between Theodofius and 
there broke ont an irreparable Quarrel between 
st, the one valuing bim{elf too much upon 
vrand the other upon his Poffeflions. The Fa- 
Matin was fo incenfed at the Father of Theo- 
ble contracted an unreafonable Averfion to- 
a, infomuch that he forbad him his Houfe, 
eager his Daughter upon her Dury never to fee 
ame. In the mean Time,to break off all Communi- 
n the..two Lovers, who he knew enter- 
Hopes: of fome favourable Opportunity 
Md bring them together, he found out a young 
of. 2 good Fortune and an agreeable Perfon, 

pitched upon as a HusBand for his Daughter. 
Sepeerted. chis Affeir fo well, chat he told 
pitas bis Defign co marry her to fuch a Gen- 
pod that her Wedding fhould be celebrated on 
Day. Confantia, who was over-awed with the 
my. af her Father, and unable to obje& any 
Apint fo ious a Match, receiv'd the 
} ‘with a profour t Silence ;- which her Father 
inn faded in her, as. the moft decent Manner of a 
+ Coa a gd her Confent to an Overture: of that 


. Noife of this intended Marriage foon 
Theedofius, who after a Jong Tumult of Pafli- 
ich oaturally rife in a Lover’s Heart on fach 
Milo, writ the following Letter to Cogfansia. 
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THE Thought of my Cenfentia, which for 
i ‘ fome Years has been my only Happinels, is 
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lked together, grow painful to me; Life 
oh Ireome » Buideee May you long be happy: 
a a ‘but forget that there was ever fuch a 


aeieine 2 greater ongent to me than famable crecy 
” a T ey ‘0 fee you another's ? The ~ 
Ne Fields; and. Meadows, where we have cafion 


THEODOSIVS, 


_. This Letter was conveyed to Conftantia that very E- 
vening, who fainted at the reading of-it ; and the 
next Morning fhe was much more alarm’d by two 
or. three ers, that came.to her Father's 
Houfe one after another to enquire if they had heard 
any thing of Thcodofiu, who it feems had left his 
Chamber about Midnight, and could no where: be 
found. The deep Melancholy which had hung upon 
his Mind forhe Time before, made them apprehend the 
worft chat could befall him. -Conftantia, who knew 
that nothing bu¢the Report of her Marriage could have 
driven him to fuch Extremities, was not to be comfort- 
ed : She now accufed herfelf for having fo tamely gi- 
ven an Ear to the Pro of a Husband, «and looked 
upon the new Lover as the Murderer of Thesdofite: In 
fhort, fhe refolved to fuffer the urmoft Effe&s of her 
Father's Difpleafure, rather chan comply with a Marri- 
age which appeared to her fo full of Guilt and Horrour, 
The Father fceing himflf —. rid of Theodofis, and- 
likely to keep a confiderable Portion in his Family, 
was mot very much concerned at the obftinate Refatal 
of his Daughter; and did not find it very difficult to 
excufe himfelf upon.that Account to his intended Son- 
inelaw, who had all along regarded this Alliance ra- 
ther as.a Marriage of Convenience than of Love. Con- 
fientia had now no Relief but in her Devotions and 
Exercifes of a to which her AffliGions had fo 
entirely fabje&ted her Mind, that after fome Years had 
abated the Violence of her Sorrows, and fertled her 
Thoughts ina kind of Tranquility, fhe refolv’d to pafs 
the Remainder of her Daysin a Convent: Her Father 
was not difpleafed .with her Refolution, that would 
fave Money in his Family, and readily complied with 
his ae Intentions. Accordingly in the Twen- 
ty-fifth Year of her Age, while her Beauty was yet in 
all its Height and Bloom, he carried her to a neigh- 
bouring City,.in order to look out 4 Sifterhood of Nuns 
among whom to ‘place,his Daughter. There was in 
this Place a Father of a Convent who was very much 
renowned forhis Piety and exemplary Life ; and as it is 
ufual in the Romifb Chugch for thofe who are under any 
great Affi&ion or Trouble of Mind to apply them« 
elves to the moft emtinent Confeffors for Rendon and 
Confolation, our beautiful Vetary took the run 
ty of confefling herfelf to this celebrated Fathers = _ 
. We now return to ery who thie very 
Morning yest the above'mentioned Enquiries had been 
made after Bim, arrived at a religious Houfe in the Cis 
ty where now Conflantia refided ; and defiring that Se- 
. and Concealment of the Father of the Con- 
Vent which is very ufual upon any extraordinary Oc- 
fion, he made -himfelf one. of the Order, with 
a ptivate ‘Vow never to enquire after Confantie 
.\whom. he. looked upon a3 given away. to his Riy 
upon the Day on which , ording t6 common 
Fame, their Marriage was to~have ‘been folemniz~ 
ed. Having in his Youth made a good Progrefs 
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ning, that he might dedicate himfelf up meré en. 
rety to Religion he entered into holy Orders, and ina 
few Years became renowned for his Sanéttity of Life, 
and thofe pieus. Sentiments »which he infpired into.ail 
that converfed with him. 
whomConftaitia had determined to apply herfeli in Con- 
feiiion, tho’ neither fhe nor any other befides the: Prior 
of the Convent knew any thing of his Name or Fami- 
ly. The gay, the amiable 7heoaefius had now taken upon 
him the Name of Father Francs ; and was fo far conceal- 
ed in a long Beard, a fhaved-Head, and a religions 
Habic, that it was impoffible to difcover tie Man of 
the World inthe venerable Conventual. “ie 
As he was one Morning fhut up in his Confef- 
fional, Conftantia kneeling by him, opened” the 
State of her Soul to him ; ‘and atter having given him 
the Hiftory of a Life full of Innocence, fhe burft out 
in Tears, and entered u that Part of her Story 
in which he himfelf had {6 great a Share. My Beha-. 
viour, fays fhe, has I fear been the Death of a Man 
who had no other Fault but that of loving me too 
‘much. . Heaven only -knows how dear he was to me 
whilft he lived, and how bitterthe Remembrance of 
him has been tg me finte his Death. She here paufed, 
and lifted up her Eyes that ftreamed with Tears towards 
the Father; who was fo moved with the Senfe of 
her Sorrows, that he could only command his Voice, 
which was broke with Sighs and Sobbings, fo far as 
to bid her proceed. She followed his Directions, and 
in a Flood of Tears poured out her Heart before him. 
The Father could net forbear weeping aloud, infomuch 
that in the Agonies of his Grief the Seat fhook 
under him. . Conftantia, who thought the goodMan was 
thus moved by his Compaffion towards her, and by the 
Horrour of her Guilt, proceeded with the utmoft 
Contrition to acquaint him with that Vow of Virgini- 
- ty in which fhe was going to engage herfelf, as the pro- 
r Attonement for her Sins, and the only Sacrifice 
e could make to the Memory of Theodofim. The Fa- 
ther, who'by this time had pretty well compofed him- 
felf, burft out again in Tears uvon hearing that 
Name to which ‘he had been fo long difufed, and re- 
ceiving this Inftance of an unparelled Fidelity from 
one who he. ht had feveral Years fince given her- 
felf up to the Poffcflion of another. Amidft the In- 
terruptions of his Serrow, feeing his Penitent over- 
whelmed with Grief, he was only able to-bid her from 
time to time be comforted To tell her that her 
Sins were forgiven her That her Guilt was not 
fo great as fhe apprehended —— That ‘fhe fhoyld nor 
fuffer herfelf to be affli&ed above Meafure. Aftet 
which he recovered himfelf caough to give her the 
Abfolution in Form ; diretting her at the fame time to 








repair to him again the next Day, that he might en- | 


courage her in the pious Refolution fhe had taken, 
and give her fuitable Exhortations for her Behaviour 
in jt. Cenftantia retired, and the next Morning renew- 
ed her Applications. Threcdofius having mann'd his Soul 
with propet Thoughts and Reflettions, exerted himfelf 
on thisOccafion inthe beft Manner he could, to animate 
his Penitent in the Courfe of Life the was entering up-! 
on, and wear out of her Mind thofe groundlefs Fears 
and Apprehenfions which had takenPoffeffion of it ; con 

nding, with a Promife to her,that he would from time 
to time continue his Admonitions when fhe fhould have 
taken upon her the holy Veil. TiteRules of cur refpettive 
Orders, fays he, Will not permit that I fhould fee you, 

ut you may affure your felf not —s having a Place 
in my Prayers, but of receiving fuch frequent Inftruc- 
tions asI can convey to you by Letters. Go on chear- 
fully.in the glorious Courfe you have undertaken, and 
you will quickly find fuch a Peace and Satisfaction in 
your Mind which it is not in the Péwer of she World 
to give. 


Ie. was this holy Man to’ 


» which generally precedes Death in Sicknefleagt 


















































Conftantia’s Heart was fo elevated with the Dit. 
of Father Francis, that the very next Day fhe en 
upon her Vow. Atloon as the Solemnities of jeep 
ception were over, fhe retired, as it is ufua), With 
Abbefs intohher own Apartment. A te 

The Abbefs had been informed the Night belie ‘ 
all chings that had pafled;becween her Novitiyt fle 
Father France: From whom fhe now deliveed ae 
her tue following Letter. 


: 
¢ S the Firft-Fruits of thofe Joys and Confoly, 
. * which you may expe& trom the Lite you, 
« now engaged in, I muft acquaint you that Tyg, 
whofe Death fits fo heavy upon your Thousk 
és puts, 
, tilbalive ; and that ‘the Father to whom. you jy 
_ confefied your felf, was. once that Theod iis why 
you fo much Jament. “The Love which we have) 
: for on® another will make us more happy in its Daw 
| appointment, than it cou’d have done in its Syeod 
Providence has difpofed of us for our Advay 
* tho’ not according to our Withes. Confidersg 
* Theodofius ftill as dead, but affure your felf of one 
* will not ceafe to pray for you in Fagher FRAN 
A a 


Comftantia faw that the Hand-writing agreed 
the Contents of the Letter ; and upun refledt 
the Voice of the Perfon, the Behaviour, -and 1 
all the extreme Sorrow of the Father during her 
feffion, the difcovered Theodofius im every’ Pattic 
After having wept with Tears of Joy; It is enog 
fhe, Theodofius is {till in Being; I thall live with Gogg 
and dye in Peace. The Letters which the Fa 
her afterwards are yet extant in the Nunneryyj 
fhe refided ; and are often read to the young Relig 
in order to infpire them with good Refoluti 
Sentiments of Virtue. [It fo'happened, chat aft 
ftantia had lived about ten Years in the Cloyte 
violent Feaver broke out in the Place, thit| 
away great ,Multitudes, and among others dig 
ius. Upon his Death-bed he gent his Benedi 
in a very moving Manner to Conftantia ;: whe 
that time was herfelf fo far gone in’ the:fame 
Diftemper, that fhe lay delirious. Upon chelate 


Nature, the Abbefs, finding that the Phyfieiant 
given her over, tolc her that a Wes jubge 
before her, and that he had fent her his Bengdiia 
his laft Moments. Conftantia received it with Pig 
And now, fays the, if Ido not ask any chinga 
per, let me be buried by Fheodofius. My Yorn 
no farther than the Grave. What I adidh 
no Violation of it.——She died foon after, agdetai 
terred according to her Requeft. “Tg 

Their Tombs are ftill to be feen, witha honk 
Infcription over them to the folding Purpole. 

Here lie the Bodies of Bather Franas and Sif 
fiance. They were lovely in their Lives, and in them 
they were net divided. ‘a 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 


The Governour and Company of Advet 
England trading into Hud{cn's-Bay give Notice, Thatehey 
divided the Sum of 19771. 12s. 6d. ——. their Pro 
enlarging Marriage-Portions emongft {ach who were mamiel 
the 24th of June laft ; and that the fecond Dividend oa a Bae 
will be made the rft of January next unto fich who hill eam 
Lefore the 23d. of December next, purfuant to the ff 
They alf> give further Notice, That a Dividend will be maie@ 
6th of O&ober next,purfuant to their Propofel, for évabli 
tices to ferup their Trades, unto fuch whofe Contra orl 
pire on or before the 26th of this Inflant September. eT 
the Proof .of each Claim be nct made and lodged in heO* 
Days or miore before the faid Dividend, or if the qu 
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due on the asthof March and 24th of June laft be nots Forn 
fore the 24th of this inftant September, the Perla ¢ \fWO or | 
negledting then abfolutely excluded. ui? dered in 
, Difficult 
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